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ally explodes the conceit of " the Unaltered Augsburg Confession," as 
the same was installed by the authors of the " Form of Concord," and 
has been so long made a test of Lutheran orthodoxy. Of this book 
sixty-two pages describe the various MSS. ; the remaining pages contain 
the critical text and the Textus Receptus, both in German and in Latin, in 
parallel columns, with the variants of the different MSS. in the margin. 

The " Text Edition " simply gives the two critical texts — the 
German in modern spelling — and is intended "for ministers, teach- 
ers, students, and scholars." 

James W. Richard. 

Gettysburg, Pa. 



A History of the Church of Christ. By Herbert Kelly. 
Vol. I. New York: Longmans, Green & Co., 1901. Pp. 
vii+329. §1.25, net. 

The Church of the Fathers. A History of Christianity from 
Clement to Gregory. By Robert Thomas Kerlin. Nash- 
ville (Tenn).: Publishing House of the M. E. Church, South, 
1901. Pp. xiii+347. #1.25. 

The Ancient Catholic Church from the Accession of Trajan 
to the Fourth General Council. By Robert Rainy. 
New York : Scribner, 1902. Pp. xii + 529. #2.50, net. 

These works cover respectively the three periods : 29-324 A. D., 
100-600 A. D., 98-451 A. D. The first was written by an Anglican, 
the second by a Methodist, the third by a Presbyterian. The first dis- 
cusses various churchly and theological ideas found in certain of the 
ante-Nicene Fathers ; the second, in a more diffuse and general way, 
describes the progress of Christianity from the end of the first century 
to the accession of Gregory I.; the third begins with the reign of 
Trajan and ends with the council of Chalcedon, and treats of the rise, 
growth, and influence of the ancient catholic church. A volume by 
the same author on the later catholic church is in preparation. 

The title of Professor Kelly's work is entirely misleading. There 
is no attempt to give A History of the Church of Christ. The events 
which make up that history — even the most important — are not even 
mentioned. The author is concerned, rather, with certain " underlying 
ideas" — ecclesiastical and doctrinal — which he reproduces from the 
writings of sundry church fathers. In the apostolic period he is 
interested in various topics suggested by the Acts and epistles ; in the 
sub-apostolic period he directs attention to the episcopal teachings of 
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Ignatius and Clement, and to religious, philosophical, and Christian 
ideas prevalent in the empire; in the third-century period views 
broached by Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Tertullian, and Cyprian 
are presented. The principle on which the selections of ideas are made 
is not very apparent, though perhaps the chief ruling thought is that 
the catholic church is " the representative of the unity of God," and 
the bishop is "the authoritative representative of this ineffable unity,'' 
and the eucharist is " the achievement of the incarnation and presence 
of Christ on earth." The author is not the master of a clear English 
style, and the line of thought it is not always easy to follow. In an 
appendix he frames a historical argument against the special and 
exclusive claims of the Church of Rome. 

Professor Kerlin's treatise is wider in scope, less critical in tone, 
and more popular in style. It abounds in excerpts from the Fathers, 
who are accounted " true heroes of the faith " and " men of light and 
leading." Their writings are the perennial source of inspiration and 
wisdom. For general information Professor Kerlin's is the more 
valuable book; for the special discussion of a few selected topics 
Professor Kelly is more painstaking and helpful. 

Principal Rainy's volume is by far the ablest of the three. The 
limited field traversed by Professor Kelly is here much more thoroughly 
explored ; and the wider range of topics, covered by Professor Kerlin 
in a popular way, is here treated with the intelligence and penetration 
of a scholar. 

The Ancient Catholic Church is one in the series of "The Interna- 
tional Theological Library," and takes up the history where Professor 
McGiffert's Christianity in the Apostolic Age drops it. Equally with 
Professor McGiffert, Principal Rainy is the master of the sources. He 
is quite as erudite, though in the expression of critical opinion he is 
less pronounced and less novel. His temper is more cautious, and his 
conclusions will meet less opposition, except perhaps in Anglican 
circles. He finds his chief interest in the inward rather than the 
outward history, and the reader who turns his pages in the expectation 
of finding Neander, Schaff, and other general histories supplanted will 
meet with disappointment. 

The spread of Christianity, the persecutions, and the external history 
generally are meagerly treated. The organization of the church, 
including the changing conception of the character of the clergy and 
of their relation to the sacraments, the growth of the prerogative and 
power of the bishop, the development of the hierarchy, and the central- 
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ization of ecclesiastical government, receive more attention. The 

author's chief interest, however, lies in the intellectual life of the 

church, in the various heresies which strove for recognition, in the 

heated theological controversies in which the leaders engaged, and in 

the gradual formulation of orthodoxy. While topics like Montanism, 

Donatism, and monasticism are discussed in a fresh and instructive 

way, the writer is at his best in the sections devoted to Gnosticism, 

Manicheism, neo-Platonism, Monarchianism, Arianism, Pelagianism, 

and like subjects. Principal Rainy possesses the rare talent of lucid 

exposition. An intricate and confusing system of speculation is firmly 

grasped in its fundamental principles, and is so explained that the 

reader is distinctly cognizant of its essential features and of its inner 

import. 

The Later Catholic Church is now in preparation by the same author. 

" The Library" will also include a history of The Latin Church, but no 

provision seems to have been made for the Reformation period or for 

post-Reformation times — a serious omission and defect, which it is to 

be hoped the editors will remedy. 

Eri B. Hulbert. 
The University of Chicago. 

Origen and the Greek Patristic Theology. By William 
Fairweather. ( = " The World's Epoch-Makers.") New 
York: Scribner, 1901. Pp. xiv + 268. $1.25. 

A more compact, comprehensive, and generally satisfactory treat- 
ment of the great Alexandrian than Mr. Fairweather has given us in 
this little volume, we believe, could not be found. 

The first chapter, of thirty-five pages, treats of Origen's precursors, 
and most of the space is given to Clement of Alexandria, Origen's 
immediate predecessor. The second chapter is biographical, giving, in 
brief form, what is known of Origen's life-experiences. Then follow 
chapters on " Origen's View of Holy Scripture ;" " The Religious Phi- 
losophy of Origen;" " The Writings of Origen;" "Origen's Theol- 
ogy ;" " God and His Self-Manifestation ;" " Creation and the Fall ;" 
" Redemption and Restoration ;" " Successors of Origen ;" " Histori- 
cal Services, General Characteristics, and Distinctive Doctrinal Com- 
plexion of Greek Theology;" "Reaction against Origenism;" and 
" Subsequent History of Origenism." 

It thus appears that we have a strict monograph on Origen, which 
in no sense pretends "to be a treatment of the third century." 



